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FERDERBAR'’S DEBUT NOVEL TAKES USA BOOK PRIZE
FENG SHUI AND CHARLOTTE NIGHTINGALE WOMEN’S LIT FINALIST

Judges agree Feng Shui and Charlotte Nightingale has heart.

Pam Ferderbar’s debut novel Feng Shui and Charlotte Nightingale is an award-winning finalist in the
Fiction/Chicklit/Women’s lit category of the 2015 USA Best Book Awards. Ferderbar has delighted
readers with her fresh, hilarious book about a young woman with the worst luck in the world whose life is
turned upside down by the use of Feng Shui—the ancient Chinese art of harmonizing people with their
environments. “The Chinese never met Charlotte,” Ferderbar laughs. “She’s a wreck!”

The 2015 USA Book Awards were selected from more than 2,000 entries from mainstream and
independent publishers. The 12" Annual USA Best Book Awards, headquartered in Los Angeles, awarded
books from Random House, Harper Collins, McGraw-Hill, The White House Historical Association,
Tarcher/Penguin and Independent Houses such as Henschel HAUS and its fiction imprint Three Towers
Press, which published Ferderbar’s Feng Shui and Charlotte Nightingale.

Ferderbar and publisher Kira Henschel credit a strong social media presence, book club activity and word-

rn

of-mouth with “Charlotte’s” growing popularity and recognition. “I’'ve been getting so many emails from
readers who have fallen in love with this character (Charlotte Nightingale),” said Ferderbar. “The best

compliment imaginable is people telling me they see themselves in her! | LOVE it!”

Recently brought on by The Huffington Post as a humor blogger, Ferderbar also credits her visibility with
HuffPo as adding fuel to the “Charlotte” wildfire. “Although the HuffPo blogs aren’t fiction, they all have
an element of the ‘laugh at life’ quality that readers relate to in Charlotte Nightingale,” Ferderbar says.
“Even the ‘how to’ stuff tends to be pretty ironic. That’s just my style, | guess.”

After 20 years in Los Angeles, Ferderbar completed the novel just before returning to Delafield,
Wisconsin, where she says, “It’s a beautiful, quiet place to write.” It was there that Ferderbar read a
feature story in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel about Kira Henschel of Henschel Haus Publishing in
Milwaukee, and Ferderbar set her sights on getting “Charlotte” out to the world. “I loved Kira’s sensibility
about books,” explains Ferderbar. “I knew she’d make a good home for my Charlotte.”

Henschel Haus Publishing released the book through its fiction imprint Three Towers Press, on June 21,
2015. Henschel describes the novel as “uproariously funny, fresh and hard to put down.”
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